BRIELLE, NEW JERSEY

hen incorporated in 1919, Brielle was a summer tourist

destination with a fledgling recreational fishing industry. The
Manasquan Inlet permanently reopened in 1931, ensuring Brielle’s
status as a center for recreational sportfishing. Anglers flocked to
Brielle to participate in tournaments, party boat passengers drove
“down the shore” to enjoy a day of fishing, and a fleet of sportfishing
boats grew at the docks. The personalities and stories of individual
anglers are as varied as the fleet of vessels, from the anonymous
fishermen who fluked along the Manasquan River to Lou and Eugenie
Marron, a husband and wife team whose record-setting swordfish
catches in the late 1950s remain unbeaten today. Exploits of Brielle
anglers are recorded in fishing journals and sporting magazines from
coast to coast.

Founded in 1973, the Union Landing Historical Society recently
restored the Osborn Family Burial Ground, established a 9/11
memorial, and placed markers at historical sites in Brielle. The society
awards an annual scholarship for excellence in history and sponsors
historical programs.

The Images of America series celebrates the history of
neighborhoods, towns, and cities across the country. Using archival
photographs, each title presents the distinctive stories from the past
that shape the character of the community today. Arcadia is proud
to play a part in the preservation of local heritage, making history
available to all.
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